National Dialogue, Constitutionalism and Democracy in Nigeria:

Towards a Participatory Process
National Workshop September 25-28 2001 Abuja, Nigeria

Host: International IDEA & Citizens Forum

Provisional Programme                    

Tuesday 25 September 2001

Opening Dinner: 19:00
19:00    Opening remarks:  Prof. Julius Ihonvbere
19:10    Introduction of Special Guests: Chief Pini Jason

19:30    Brief Presentation of the key Issues from the zonal workshops: Prof. Adigun Agbaje 

20: 00   Keynote Address: Chief Bola Ige (Honourable Minister for Justice and Attorney-General of the Federation)                                             

20:40 Special Address: Mr Bengt Säve-Södebergh (S-G International IDEA)

Vote of Thanks:  Hajiya Bilkisu Yusuf

Guest of Honour: Chief Anyim Pius Anyim, Senate President

Wednesday 26 September 2001

SESSION ONE: Debriefing of the Constitutional Review Process
Chair:    Ms Amina Salihu

9:00     Statement by President of Senate

9:30     Statement by Minister Jerry Gana

10:00    Statement by Civil Society Representative

10:30    Plenary Discussions 

11:15    TEA BREAK 

SESSION TWO: Workshop begins 

13:00   LUNCH  BREAK 

14:00   Workshop 

17:00    Final Plenary Session  

18:00  CLOSURE

19:00 Dinner

Thursday 27 September 2001 

SESSION ONE: Towards a National Dialogue
Chair:  Chief Bola Ige (Honourable Attorney general and Minister of Justice)

9: 00  Recap of Day One

9:30    A living document for a new nation: The Case of   South Africa Ms           Baleka Mbethe

10:45   The Benin National Conference: 

11:45    Constitutionalism in Indonesia: Dr Sakuntala Kardigamar-Rajasingham    

12:00    Issues Arising for Nigeria:  Prof. Julius Ihonvbere

12:30 SNACK BREAK

12:45   Monitoring and integrating public input in the case of Nigeria:  Dr Jibrin Ibrahim

13:00 Drawing principles and Consensus: Discussions

14:00   LUNCH

SESSION TWO: Towards Consensus Mechanisms and Guiding 

Principles of the National Dialogue
Chair:  Ms Nomboniso Gasa 

15:00    The South African Experience: Ms Baleka Mbethe 

15:30    The Asian Experience: Dr Sakuntala Kardigarmar-Rajasingham 

16:30     COFFEE

17:00      Towards Consensus principles: Plenary debate

18:00       Key Issues for Nigeria: Dr Fayemi and Dr Jerry Gana

Friday 28 September 2001 

SESSION ONE: Towards a Representative Platform and Process:

Dealing with Issues of Representation and Participation
Chair:    Dr Jibrim Ibrahim

9:00 Recap 

9:30   Religious and Ethnic Diversity: Prof. Omafume Onoge

10:00 Common Citizenship and Equality: Ms Amina Salihu

11:30 Brining voices from the margins to the centre: Prof. Julius Ihonvbere  

12:00   Plenary Discussion 

12:45    SNACK BREAK 

SESSION TWO: Issues Arising and Reflections of the International 

Participants
Chair:  Ms Nomboniso Gasa 

13:00    Democratising the Process, surrendering control?:  Justice Pius Langa

13:15     Legitimacy of the people-what lessons for Nigeria?:  Benin 

13:30     Problematics of Consultations:  Ms Mbethe 

14:00      LUNCH

SESSION THREE: STRATEGIC PLANNING AND RESOLUTIONS
Prioritising the Issues:  Professor Adigun Agbaje and Mr Otive Igbuzor

Professor Julius Ihonvbere

Chief Pini 

Closing Statements 

Dr Jibrin Ibrahim (Citizens Forum)

Nomboniso Gasa (International IDEA)

Senate President 

Chief Bola Ige

