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Dear Bengt,

Thank you for your letter of December 3, 2001, with the information that you wish to leave the post of Secretary-General of International IDEA.

On behalf of the Board, I want to say that we respect and understand this decision after your many years of hard and demanding service to the Institute.

The success and indeed the very existence of International IDEA are due to your visionary and energetic contribution. It has been gratifying and fascinating to observe the evolution of an idea which originated in your mind into a large and viable institution. International IDEA enjoys wide international respect and support, and is actually the first and so far the only truly international body of its kind.

That the demand for International IDEA's services far exceeds its capacity may be regretted, but mostly it demonstrates that the Institute was founded at the right historical time and that its mode of operation meets real needs in newly established democracies. You deserve high credits for your ability to transform an idea, and ideals, into practical and useful reality.

The Board is also ver grateful for your tireless and successful efforts to mobilise financial and moral support from a wide group of countries. International IDEA's broad international base adds much to its strength and credibility.

The Board will ask for your co-operation in facilitating the transfer of duties to a new Secretary-General. We will start this process immediately, but it will be important that you stay on in office until your successor is in place.

We trust that you also in the future will support the Institute with your advice based on your unique experience.

With warm regards,

Thorvald Stoltenberg

Chairman of the Board


